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Federal Reserve System § 208.101

7 The interpretation in this section does
not address the obligation related to suit-
ability that requires that a bank have’’* * *
a ‘reasonable basis’ to believe that the rec-
ommendation could be suitable for at least
some customers.’’ In the Matter of the Appli-
cation of F.J. Kaufman and Company of Vir-
ginia and Frederick J. Kaufman, Jr., 50 SEC
164 (1989).

limit the authority of the Federal Re-
serve to examine any member bank as
frequently as the agency deems nec-
essary.

Subpart G—Interpretations

SOURCE: 63 FR 37658, July 13, 1998, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 208.100 Sale of bank’s money orders
off premises as establishment of
branch office.

(a) The Board of Governors has been
asked to consider whether the appoint-
ment by a member bank of an agent to
sell the bank’s money orders, at a loca-
tion other than the premises of the
bank, constitutes the establishment of
a branch office.

(b) Section 5155 of the Revised Stat-
utes (12 U.S.C. 36), which is also appli-
cable to member banks, defines the
term branch as including ‘‘any branch
bank, branch office, branch agency, ad-
ditional office, or any branch place of
business * * * at which deposits are re-
ceived, or checks paid, or money lent.’’
The basic question is whether the sale
of a bank’s money orders by an agent
amounts to the receipt of deposits at a
branch place of business within the
meaning of this statute.

(c) Money orders are classified as de-
posits for certain purposes. However,
they bear a strong resemblance to trav-
eler’s checks that are issued by banks
and sold off premises. In both cases,
the purchaser does not intend to estab-
lish a deposit account in the bank, al-
though a liability on the bank’s part is
created. Even though they result in a
deposit liability, the Board is of the
opinion that the issuance of a bank’s
money orders by an authorized agent
does not involve the receipt of deposits
at a ‘‘branch place of business’’ and ac-
cordingly does not require the Board’s
permission to establish a branch.

§ 208.101 Obligations concerning insti-
tutional customers.

(a) As a result of broadened authority
provided by the Government Securities
Act Amendments of 1993 (15 U.S.C. 78o–
3 and 78o–5), the Board is adopting
sales practice rules for the government
securities market, a market with a
particularly broad institutional com-

ponent. Accordingly, the Board be-
lieves it is appropriate to provide fur-
ther guidance to banks on their suit-
ability obligations when making rec-
ommendations to institutional cus-
tomers.

(b) The Board’s Suitability Rule,
§ 208.37(d), is fundamental to fair deal-
ing and is intended to promote ethical
sales practices and high standards of
professional conduct. Banks’ respon-
sibilities include having a reasonable
basis for recommending a particular
security or strategy, as well as having
reasonable grounds for believing the
recommendation is suitable for the
customer to whom it is made. Banks
are expected to meet the same high
standards of competence, profes-
sionalism, and good faith regardless of
the financial circumstances of the cus-
tomer.

(c) In recommending to a customer
the purchase, sale, or exchange of any
government security, the bank shall
have reasonable grounds for believing
that the recommendation is suitable
for the customer upon the basis of the
facts, if any, disclosed by the customer
as to the customer’s other security
holdings and financial situation and
needs.

(d) The interpretation in this section
concerns only the manner in which a
bank determines that a recommenda-
tion is suitable for a particular institu-
tional customer. The manner in which
a bank fulfills this suitability obliga-
tion will vary, depending on the nature
of the customer and the specific trans-
action. Accordingly, the interpretation
in this section deals only with guid-
ance regarding how a bank may fulfill
customer-specific suitability obliga-
tions under § 208.37(d).7

(e) While it is difficult to define in
advance the scope of a bank’s suit-
ability obligation with respect to a spe-
cific institutional customer trans-
action recommended by a bank, the
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